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MAHMOUD BAKSHISH

biente

1 principi d arte; si-esprime con fluiditd
di stile e ntra facilmente in una eritica in cui si
oli punti di vista e spreco di parole. Innalz
ello unico lo stile, e con critica obiettiva prodi
i per mostre, restitnisce alla critica la sua seientific
i quanto studioso di pitura ed esperto della colra ¢
MtEmpor . Adiratto dal profumo dei
0, 5i & addentrato in un esperimento caratte-
sibilit riore ¢ da forte ene
Mahmoud Bakshish, come tanti amanti della ciug,
con la luminositi, 1" attenu

51 affiey \_?iih'l.,' oG Come

cuore, In tal modo le sue

ges. Delatour e Jean Ver con atten
metodo differenti, e la cu
Lt di astratti
forme, sensibilith colori, maestria nelle scelte ¢ pon-
deraterza nel dislogo con lo s
SELAr
TFAZIONE |
¢ di st
ristiche della
SU¢ opere 15 MTIEAN : el XIX secolo,
liberata, tuttavia, dalic pos i tradizionalistic
generazione che denigra il passato e rifiuta
innanzi. Attraverso il silenzio dell’artista r

oce sublime che splende diffusa, di
onaliti artistica di Bakshish e il suo rinomato shile,

Prof. Farouk Waliba

52 ipeds 5 5AT9RG raUDert with (e deart, dramm by its eftor of rebepe. Tho human Jorm appears safy rarsly

I his work, and be

curvs ol the

Ay ariést st be rosted in his own culters befers his indivigusiity com bessom Nis rosts are firmly
lances in Anciem Faver
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Fhotos by Ashraf Fares

| i i i i | il i Personal insight ’

gyplian artist
Elanmul Bakshish

talks to leila H.
lohnston aboul the
importance of Egyptian
roots, the power of the
nencil, and the problem
with talking ahout
contemporary ar.

His studio in the historical
Wikelet  El-Ghourl  suits
Mahmoud Bakshish, its sim
plicity offset by
mashrabeya  winde

lecorative
which

reflects the orlental side of his
character.

To the question "What does it
mean fo be Egyptian?” he
replies that something of the
essence of Egypt, the source
which sparked the highly

58]

sophisticated ancient Egyptian
civilisation as well as the later
Coptic and Islamic cultures,
flows in his blood. At the same
time, a graduate of Calro
University Faculty of Fine Art

and as a successful artist hold

ing several awards for his paint
ings exhibited in Egypt and
France, he adds that he is fully
aware of his contemporary situ
ation in Egypt and in relation to
the rest of the world. A painter
first, and respected ant critic
after, he is nevertheless non
commital when asked to com-
ment on other contemporary

states, prefer leave other
drift away
of  the
mashrabeya window casement
Born in Kafr El-Zayat,

Gharbiyya in 1938, Bakshish

related question

unanswered

subsequently moved with his
family to Port Said whe

spent most of his ch
Here, the sea natur;
part of his everyday lif
mir

iegating colours

the lovely turquoise if
seeps onto his canvas, [ the
1996 picture Places in the
Memory, a thin band of liquid
turquilse traverses a landscape
bleached white by the sunshine
in a moment captured out of
tme. In a silent conflict, the
yotng woman resists the anni-
hilating force, The entire scene
is bathed in the cleansing white
light, and this dynamic perva-
sion of light in one form or
another is the central theme of
Bakshish's work. In it, he often
attempts to express the inex
pressible, that which is without
form or colour. He explains that
his use of light in its various

manitestations

lowing an oriental

with countless preced

El-Noor, for exa

sublime expression in
Akhenaton’s Hymn to Ra, The
force of darkness is the evil that
opposes the light, the good, and
these are the primordial forces
that are in continual conflict
originally personified in Egypt
as Horus and Seth. Bakshish's
painterly expressionism reveals
his lifelong inner struggle with
these two forces in the supreme
effort to conquer and reconcile

Like a sufi, Bakshish views
his place in the world as “an
", His black
irk exhibit
wis under

atom in the oo

and white collag
ed in Cairo in 1

stood by one critic as a reference

i, the
enlightenment.a

to the su
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