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More than being the birth of a promising artistic project, the company is a dream of four important artists:
Sameh Ismail, Mohamed Khedr, Mutaz Elemam, and Yasser Gaessa. Only yesterday, they were the youthful
stars of the Egyptian plastic movement. Today as agreed, they are described as the middle generation; the
youthful spirit, enthusiasm, and boundless aspirations did not abandon them. They are announcing the
launch of their art project «The Company» amid high hopes that this art project will be the starting step.
The four artists chose the official institution represented in the Fine Arts Sector to be the broad umbrella
that its galleries embrace their art shows out of their faith and gratitude, as stated in their statement, of its
role in protecting and promoting the visual art and sponsoring their artistic projects from the beginning;
the official institution is of weight and history through which it presents and represents the Egyptian plastic
art locally, regionally and internationally. It always allows the presentation of projects and non-profit artistic
experiences, as it is concerned with developing and documenting the Egyptian art scene officially.

It is a serious attempt by artists who were known for their seriousness. Therefore, I wish them success and
not deviating from the axes and foundations of this artistic project, because we are aware of the importance
of the special contributions of institutions and individuals to the advancement of the cultural sector and the
permanence of advancing its goals, ambitions, and aspirations. The Fine Arts sector will remain the home of
the plastic artists and the incubator of their big dreams, as it was the incubator and supporter of the launch
of their first steps in the path of creativity.

Prof. Khaled Sorour

Head of Fine Arts Sector
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«The Company» is the exhibition held at Gezira Art Center by artists Sameh Ismail, Mohamed Khedr, Mutaz
Elemam, and Yasser Gaessa. (The Company-The Interview) is a title of a strong significance illustrating the purpose
and direction of this exhibition; it means the cooperation of two or more people to do a joint work aiming at making
this cooperation fruitful. The goal of these artists is to achieve a distinct creative success different from all their
previous successes, which proved their distinction and uniqueness in their fields regardless of their orientation,
techniques, and artistic and intellectual visions.

Different from all their previous exhibitions, (The Company-The Interview) holds more freedom of creativity and
more delving into the world of innovation and experimentation without limits or restrictions related to the material
return. However, it is loaded with responsibility for creativity, innovation, and artistic and intellectual return as if
the exhibition were an opportunity for artistic cooperation, in which everyone aims for art gain and distinguished
artwork based on the strength of the intellect of artists brought together by the freedom of creativity and vigor of
innovation so that everyone cooperates with uniqueness, distinction, and intellectual harmony to display a special
contemporary group exhibition that bears the characteristics of each artist, yet is a successful coexistence and artistic
combination, which produced endless art gains, making the idea of artistic partnership one of the solutions for
freedom of creativity.

Ms. Dahlia Moustafa

Head of Central Administration for Centers of Arts
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The Fine Arts Sector is the supporter of all Egypts plastic artists from their promising beginnings to their achievement of
worldwide recognition, with the fruitful development of each artist>s experience. The true beginnings start at the state fine
art institution, showing all aspects of creativity in prestigious exhibitions by Egyptss distinguished artists.

«The Company-The Interview» held at Gezira Art Center, representing the Fine Arts Sector, recalls the beginnings of the
cooperating artists that were a sign of their uniqueness and their continuous creative production that confirms how each
of them is remarkable in his field. The exhibition marks the beginning of the artistic partnership of artists Sameh Ismail,
Mohamed Khedr, Mutaz Elemam, and Yasser Gaessa.

They agreed on a partnership, whose first goal is creativity, declining their usual artistic approaches, diving into
experimentation and innovation with strength and smoothness, preserving their aesthetic values and artistic styles, aiming
for an art gain for them and their company.

The experience of «The Company-The Interview» is one of the solutace other than creativity.

As creative partners with different artistic and intellectual orientations, they have agreed that the exhibition will be different
from what they usually presented, so the viewer will find a shocking and enjoyable surprise in which he discovers another aspect
ofeachartist.

In a meeting bringing the partners together in an artistic and aesthetic intimacy, each artist presents an experience bearing

the mark of his world in a different way that achieves the idea of a creative partnership.

Artist /Amir El-lithy

Director of Gezira Art Center
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The official institution always allows the submission of non-profit and non-commercial art projects and experiences and is

concerned with developing and documenting the movement of the Egyptian art scene officially.

Gezira Art Center in Cairo is chosen to host The Company’s first exhibition for the Center’s prominent role in introducing

the founding artists to the fine art scene in their beginnings, with the insightful vision of the late artist Mohamed Rezq,
the former director of the Center. The first exhibition represents the main objectives of the meeting and concept of The
Company. In the space of the official galleries of the Center, the artists’ works and philosophical visions overlap, weaving
an integrated and comprehensive fabric through which they present a visual sentence based on their artistic experiences.
The artists are keen not to label the exhibits with their names. They put only an art description to create visual space and

engagement carrying the content of the idea and style.
The Company and its artists extend their sincere thanks and appreciation to the Fine Arts Sector headed by Prof. Khaled

Sorour, Ms. Dahlia Moustapha, head of the Central Administration of Art Centers, and Artist Amir El-lithy, director of
Gezira Art Center, for hosting the first exhibition of The Company.

Signed

Sameh Ismail. Mohamed Khedr. Mutaz Elemam. Yasser Gaessa.




The Company. Cairo. December 3rd, 2021.

The first meeting of The Company was held on the evening of July 9th, 2021, in Zamalek, in the presence of the founders,

the artists in alphabetical order: Sameh Ismail, Mohamed Khedr, MutazElemam, and Yasser Gaessa.
The Company is

- The name that the artists chose to express the concept of their artistic meeting held to arrange their exhibitions and

events in | the agreed organizational framework that they developed in the founding statement.

- The Company is not an artistic group in the conventional sense and does not have any political or ideological goals nor
adopt a specific intellectual, philosophical, or artistic approach.

Its main strength in its foundation is as aforementioned.

The Company accepts new members or welcomes to host artists from Egypt and abroad on a permanent or casual basis,
according to the concept of the exhibitions.

In their statement, the founders chose the galleries of the state art institution represented by the Fine Arts Sector in Cairo
and all governorates of the Arab Republic of Egypt as a platform for holding its art exhibitions and events out of their
belief and gratitude for the role of the official institution in the protection and promotion of visual arts and in supporting
their art projects from the beginning, and for its significance and history to present the Egyptian fine art locally, regional-

ly, and internationally.
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the Arab House Gallery, Madrid, Spain, 2014 -“Calligraphy Gathering”, Katara Foundation, Qatar, December, 2015-Sharjah Biennale
for the Arabic Calligraphy, April, 2016 -Ward Gallery, Dubai, September, 2016 -The 4th Madinty international art Symposium, No-
vember, 2017.The 4th Cairo International Biennale of the Arabic Calligraphy Art, Palace of Arts, October, 2018 -

Art Visits :Visiting artist for a month, Centre d’Art i Natura, Barcelona, Spain-Two-week visit, the 1st Graphic and Design Sympo-
sium, the Egyptian Academy of Arts, Rome, June, 2015.

Artistic Missions and General Contributions:

Commissaire of contemporary art exhibition in Riyadh for the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Egyptian-Saudi Cultural Relations,
Fine Arts Sector, 2012 - Commissaire of the 53rd Pioneers Exhibition, the Fine Art Lovers Society, 2013 - Head of the youth com-
mittee of the Fine Arts Lovers Society - Member of the Supreme Council of Culture, 2013: 2015 -Assistant commissaire of the 57th
Cairo Salon, February, 2016 - Curator of “Sovereignty”, Ward Gallery, Dubai, September, 2016 -Artistic director of Alkhayal Visual
Art Magazine, issued by the Fine Arts Sector since October 2016 - Commissaire general of the 58th Cairo Salon, March, 2018.
Publications and Cultural Activities:

Calligraphy and accessories works of Al-Masieer film directed by Youssef Shahieen -Design the logo and the titles of Al-Biet Magazine
for decoration and architecture - Al-Ahram foundation, since 2001 until now - Design the fonts of Lipton, Cadbery, Lux , and Nestle
production - Design the Arabic calligraphy of Chiclets Company, the new style of the product-“Dialogue on bars” graffiti project, in
partnership with Austrian graffiti artist Thomas Mok, organized by the Austrian Cultural Forum.

Private Acquisitions

Acquisitions at individuals in Egypt and abroad:

Official Acquisitions

Jordan National Museum of Fine Arts -Sharjah Museum-Marassi, Emaar Misr - Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at Nile Plaza-Fairmont Nile

City Hotel-Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia IAMM, Kuala Lumpur - Museum of Egyptian Modern Art, Egypt.
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creativity, the 32ndGeneral Exhibition, 2009 -“The Human Body”, Al-Masar Gallery for contemporary art in Zamalek, 2009.“The
Second Copy”, Al-Masar Gallery, Zamalek, June, 2010 -The 2ndBlack and White Drawing Salon, Gezira Art Center, July, 2010-The
fourthfestival of fine art creativity, the 33rd General Exhibition, 2010 -“The One and the Multiplicity”, Lewa Art Gallery, Ard El-Lewa,
December, 2010 -“Egypt the Mother”, Zamalek Art Gallery, March, 2011 -Articulate Baboon Gallery, 2011-“Grafhiti’, in cooperation
with the Spanish artist Carlos Noreya, Articulate Babbon Gallery -Exhibition of fine artson the occasion of silver jubilee of the start of
the Egyptian cultural work in Riyadh, January, 2012 - Group exhibition at the residence of the European Union ambassador in Egypt,
organized by Aida Al-Torei, 2012 -The 56th Cairo Salon, Palace of Arts, March, 2013-The 5thCaravan Festival of the Arts at St. John’s
Church, Maadi, 2013 -The 3rdSalon of Black and White, Gezira Art Center, Zamalek, February, 2015

The 37th General Exhibition, 2015 -The 57th Cairo Salon, Palace of Arts, February, 2016 -The 38th General Exhibition, May, 2016
“The Artist’s Book”, Mahmoud Mukhtar Cultural Center, Mahmoud Mukhtar Museum, December, 2016 -“Contemporary Egyptian
Painting Arts and Heritage”, Gezira Art Center, Zamalek, April, 2017-The 4th Salon of Black and White, Gezira Art Center, Zamalek,
May, 2017-“Masterpieces XVI”, Zamalek Art Gallery, July, 2017-The 39th General Exhibition, September, 2017-“Calligraphy between
Authentication and Contemporaneity”, Karmet Ibn Hanie’ Cultural Center, Ahmed Shawky Museum, May, 2018-“The Artist’s Book
27, Isis Gallery, Mahmoud Mukhtar Cultural Center, Mahmoud Mukhtar Museum, January, 2019 -Masar Gallery, Zamalek, July, 2019
- The 41st General Exhibition, February, 2020 -The 59th Cairo Salon, Palace of Arts, October, 2020 -“Zag in the Heart of El-Gouna’,
Dwar El-Omda Hotel, El-Gouna, May, 2021-The 42nd General Exhibition, August, 2021.

Group International Exhibitions

Cairo International Biennale of the Arabic Calligraphy Art, Palace of Arts, Cairo Opera House, 2001- Al-Qibab Art Gallery, Abu
Dhabi, Emirates, 2007-“The Arab Calligraphers”, Nabd Gallery, Jordan, 2009 -“Art Circle”, Kuwait, 2009 -Fa Gallery, Kuwait, 2011
Joint exhibition with artist Hamdy Reda, Islamic Arts Festival, Sharjah Museum, 2011- Group exhibition at Seira Contemporary Art
Gallery, Washington D.C., USA, 2012 - The 5th Sharjah Biennale for the Arabic Calligraphy, 2012 -The 5th Luxor International Paint-
ing Symposium, November, 2012-“Art Fair”, Seira Art Gallery, Miami Palm Beach, USA, 2012 -“Noon. by the Pen” for contemporary
Islamic calligraphy, Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia IAMM, Kuala Lumpur, 2013-Joint exhibition with artist Ibrahim El-Desouky at
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Sameh Ismael

Bachelor of Faculty of Fine Arts, Graphic and Book Art Section 1997.

Membership

Member of Syndicate of Fine Artists, Graphic. - Member of Association of Fine Arts Lovers.

Jobs

o Graphic designer and fine art calligrapher-Working in the field of Arabic calligraphy as a calligraphy designer, designing book
covers, designing and implementing advertising campaigns for some commercial companies, and designing posters and advertise-
ments-Working in the Egyptian TV in the Nile Sector for specialized channels as a designer for program introductions and graphic
breaks of various types and dimensions.

« Fine artist Places where the artist lived:

Egypt, Spain, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Italy, and Malaysia.

Private Exhibitions in:

oInji Aflatoun Gallery, Cairo Atelier, 2007- Gezira Art Center, Zamalek, May 9th to 24th, 2007-Kamal Khalifa Gallery, Gezira Art
Center, Zamalek, October 2010 -“From Street Walls”, Zamalek Art Gallery- Kempinski Nile Hotel, Garden City, October, 2011.
Hotel - Cairo-“Art Fair”, Marrakesh, Morocco, by Ward Cultural Foundation, 2011-“To Be There”, Nahdet Misr and Isis galleries,
Mahmoud Mukhtar Cultural Center, Mahmoud Mukhtar Museum, April, 2012 - Zamalek Art Gallery, 2014 -Zamalek Art Gallery
2, February, 2019-Zamalek Art Gallery, Sheikh Zayed, February, 2021.

National Group Exhibitions:

«“Borda’, in collaboration with artist Hamdy Reda, Manasterly Palace, April, 2006 - Falaki Gallery, AUC, September, 2006 -Salon
of Black and White, Qurtuba Gallery, June, 2006. Cultural Development Fund, 2006 -“Jahin Quatrains”, in collaboration with art-
ist Ahmed Osama, Cairo Atelier, February 2007 -“The First Copy”, Al-Masar Gallery, Zamalek, 2008 -The third festival of fine art
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Acrylics on canvas,Diagonal 100 cm , 2019
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Acrylics on canvas,Diagonal 100 cm , 2019
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75 x 180 cm Acrylic & charcoal on Fabric, 2021

VoY pled e ol ST
Acrylic on Fabric ,2021

20



Yorye giled Je el ST
Acrylic on Fabric ,2021
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Mohamed Khedr

-He was born in January 1970 in Egypt

He graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts, Expressive Arts Division, Set Design Department, Helwan
University, Cairo, in 1993.

-He earned a graduate diploma in folk arts from the Academy of Arts in 1995 and a Master of Visual
Arts from Accademia D’Arte, Florence, Italy, in 2000.

-Since graduation, Khedr has worked in computer graphics and interior design, besides painting and
creative design. Since 2008, he has become a studio artist based in Cairo, Egypt.

-He participated in educational art workshops in many Egyptian and Arab institutions and universities.
-He used all available art materials and media in his works, producing distinct works of art.

-In his works, the influence of the Egyptian environment, mixed with multiple cultures, is evident, as
the arts of the East and the West are combined, resulting in artworks of an intertwined human
identity.

-He has numerous artistic contributions and many solo and group exhibitions. His works are among

collections in many countries.
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20x20cm Mixed Media Reverse transfer on canvas
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60x60cm Mixed Media ,Reverse transfer on canvas
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50x50 cm Mixed Media ,Reverse transfer on canvas
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20x30 cm Mixed Media ,Reverse transfer on canvas
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15X20 cm Mixed Media Reverse transfer on canvas
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20x30 cm Mixed Media ,Reverse transfer on canvas
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Mutaz Elemam

He is a Sudanese artist that was born in Kassala in the eastern region of Sudan. He

graduated from the College of Fine and Applied Arts, the Sudan University of Science
and Technology in Khartoum. He is a member of the Sudanese Plastic Artist Gen-
eral Union and Cairo Atelier for writers and artists. He is a full-time artist who lives
and works in Cairo. He held many solo exhibitions, including an exhibition at Cairo
Atelier, Cairo 2008, Art El-Lewa Gallery, Cairo 2009, Mashrabiya Gallery of Contem-
porary Art, Cairo 2010 - 2011, Misr Gallery, Cairo 2013, Cordoba Art Gallery, Cairo
2015, Museum of Fine Arts, Alexandria 2015, Ubuntu Art Gallery, Cairo 2016-2018,
and Shazar Gallery, Naples, Italy 2019. He also participated in many national and in-
ternational exhibitions, including “Africa Cam” in Casoria, Italy2009, “Nord Art”, Ger-
many2010, Menas Art Fair, Beirut, Lebanon 2012, Markheya Gallery, Qatar 2012, The
5th Beijing Biennale, China 2012, “The Sudanese Contemporary Art”, Sharjah Foun-
dation, Sharjah Art Museum, Sharjah2016, Sarria Biennale, Spain 2017, Miami art fair,
Miami, USA 2017, Verona Art Fair, Verona, Italy2018, “1 - 54” African Art Fair, New
York May 2019, and London, October 2019. He participated in many gatherings and
workshops and has several acquisitions at museums, associations, and individuals in

different countries.
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30x30 cm acrylic and charcoal
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30x30 cm acrylic and charcoal 30x30 cm acrylic and charcoal
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30x30 cm acrylic and charcoal

34



! 'JI'F

g I'_'l JF m

G_z_ég g‘,l_l_bji‘u_m‘”'x\"

30x30 cm acrylic and charcoal







ﬂg_'z_ég gﬂ_l_u_ﬁw Yoxy.

30x30 cm acrylic and charcoal
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magazine for children issued in Cairo from May 2007 to January 2010.He worked as an executive head of Nona Studio that produc-
es Arabic and English books for children, cartoon series, short clay films, and publications in Braille for the blind, and publications
of children of special needs as deaf and mute children, and children with autism and Down syndrome - He served as a visual art
consultant for the US Agency for International Development (USAID) in 14 projects from 1998 to 2010 - He worked as an art con-
sultant to develop the curricula of the Ministry of Education in several publishing houses from 2003 to 2010 - He was among the
creative team of Inter Markets, an international company, from 2001 to 2005.He worked at Tarek Nour, an Egyptian company, from
1997 to 1998. He worked as a political cartoonist at Rosa El-Youssef from 1992 to 2003, Al-Ahram newspaper from 1994 to 1999,
and Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper in 2004.His works are among the collections of the caricature museums of Turkey, Norway, and
Serbia.He participated in caricature art in Japan, the USA, France, England, Norway, Serbia, France, Germany, Italy, Iran, Turkey,
and Croatia.He is one of the founders of Awladna International Forum for Arts of the Gifted and was the general curator and jury
member of the Forum from 2017 to 2019.He was a jury member of the 2013 International Film Festival for Children He was the

curator of the 2019 Art AFRO.

Membership:

Egyptian Council for Fine Arts

Egyptian and International Journalists Syndicates
Federation of European Cartoonists Organizations (FECO)

Egyptian Caricature Association




Yasser Gaessa

He graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts, Graphics Department, Animation and BooK’s Art Division, Helwan University, Cairo,
in 1993, with an overall “very good” grade. The graduation project was 25 paintings on the Harafish novel by the great novelist Na-
guib Mahfouz. -He started his professional career in 1992. -He has been working as a cartoonist and writer at Al-Ahram newspaper
since 2018.-He received the title of Illustrator of the Year in the 2016 Honor List of the International Board on Books for Young
People (IBBY)-He made the illustrations of 150 books for children from 1997 to 2019.

-He is a judging member of the Etisalat Award for Arabic Children’s Literature in the United Arab Emirates in 2021.

Exhibitions:

“Old Alexandria’, a solo exhibition in Nile Art Gallery, Zamalek, in 2020 -“Watercolors”, a solo exhibition in Cordoba Art Gallery,
Mohandeseen, in 2019 -“Light’, a solo exhibition in Nile Art Gallery, Zamalek, in 2019-“Old Cairo-Watercolors”, a solo exhibi-
tion in Cordoba Art Gallery, Mohandeseen, in 2017-“The Poster”, a solo exhibition in Karmet Ibn Hanie Cultural Center, Ahmed
Shawky Museum, Giza, in 2015 -A solo exhibition in El-sawy Culturewheel in 2007-A solo exhibition at Ewart Memorial Hall, the
American University in Cairo, in 2005 -He was selected among 14 international artists in “The Sacred Unveiled, Contemporary
Iconography” Festival, CAM Museum, Italy, in 2015. His works were acquired by the Museum-He is the creator of the Art of the
World Art Symposium of Sahl Hasheesh, Egypt, which brought together 70 artists from 25 countries and was selected as the 2014
biggest world fine art event-His works are among collections in the Arab Gulf countries, the United States of America, Germany,
France, England, Jordan, Greece, and Lebanon.- He worked as a creative director at Mortimer Harvey, a South African company in
Cairo, from 2016 to 2018.He worked as a creative director at OCG, an Arab Gulf company in Cairo, from 2017 to 2018-He worked
as a creative director of the cartoons department at Dotmsr, a digital newspaper, and website, from 2014 to 2016- He presented a

TV program on the Egyptian satellite channel about the visual arts worldwide in 2016-He worked as an editor-in-chief of Nona
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50x70 cm The Company Café Oil on canvas
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100 x100 cm customer service oil on canvas
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100 x100 cm The Office Boy oil on canvas
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100 x 70 cm Design Room Qil on canvas 30 x 50 cm Old House Oil on canvas
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60 x 80 cm Old Kitchen Oil on canvas
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100 x120cm Managing Director Oil on canvas




Creating by Sameh Ismail

Poster and campaign designed by Yasser Gaessa
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