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The Museum of Egyptian Modern Art

Address

Gezira Ground, Cairo
(next to Cairo Opera House)

Visiting Hours

The museum was initially suggested in 1925 by
Mohammed Mahmoud Khalil Bey, who was the
chief of the Society of Art Lovers. The first col-
lection of Objets d’Art came to light in Saray (fair
ground) Tigran in 1929. The exhibits were, how-
ever, moved to a rented gallery at the crossroads
of Fouad and Emad-Eddin streets. The new seat,
named Quosary Palace, was officially opened on
February 8, 1931 and up to 584 objects were on
display. In February 1936 the museum was moved
to Saray Al-Boustan and continued its journey in
May 1940 to the villa of Conte Zoughib at Qasr al-
Nil St., Downtown. However, the villa was demol-
ished in 1963 and the museum was moved to the
Villa of Ismail Abul-Fotouh next to Veni Square in
Dokki, Cairo. The new museum, opened in 1966,
was dedicated to works painted by Egyptain artists.
The museum’s present building was established in
1936. Designed by architect Mostafa Bey Fahmy, it
was named the Grand Saray. The museum under-
went a major restoration and renovation plan and
was officially inaugurated in late October 1991. It
has 10 art galleries on three stories and an outdoor
gallery dedicated to monumental sculptures. The
museum witnessed another major restoration and
renovation plan and was re-inaugurated on March
5, 2005. Its immense number of exhibits, 11828,
highlights outstanding works of preeminent Egyp-
tian painters, sculptors, printmakers and cerami-
cists, who pioneered the contemporary art move-
ment, which was unfolded in the 20th century.

Tickets

From:10:00 am To:01:30 pm Students : L.E.
From: 05:00 pm To:09:00 pm Egyptians : L.E.

Except Mondays

Foreign Students : L.E.
Foreigners : L.E. 10

www.modernartmuseum.gov.eg
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Mr. & Mrs. Mahmoud Khalil Museum

This 538.75 m2 museum rises in the middle of a
2400 m?2 green area. The eastern side of the mu-
seum overlooks The Nile in Giza. It was built in
1915 following the French architecture style. The
museum is widely regarded as one of the most im-
portant art museums in the region. Its objets d’Art
represent artistic wonders made by great Masters
of Art. The museum also prides itself on a fascinat-
ing collection of works of art, which include ceram-
ics, porcelain, ivory inlays, paintings, sculptures, a
large-size Gobelin tapestry, etc. Its regional and in-
ternational fame also rests on its 876 masterpieces
of the 19th century’s great painters and sculptors,
such as pioneers of European Impressionism Van
Gogh, Paul Gaugin, Renoir, Claude Monet, Manet,
Alfred Sisley, Rodin and Degas; pioneers of Roman-
ticism such as Eugene Fromentin, Delacroix, Barye
Antoine-Louis; and great masters of Classicism,
who include Winterhalter and Rubens. The muse-
um also highlights fascinating paintings of preemi-
nent landscapists. Art admirers should also look for
a magnificent collection of ceramics and porcelain
from France, Turkey, Iran and China. In addition,
the Mr. & Mrs. Mahmoud Khalil Museum has a col-
lection of elaborately-made articles of chinaware
and objects adorned with semi-precious gems.
Japanese lacquered articles, which are decorated
with beautiful landscapes in Japan and denote
the craftsmanship of the Japanese artisans. Ap-
preciating the wishes of Khalil family, the Egyptian
government decided to turn their residence into a
museum in 1989. It was inaugurated in 1995 after
undergoing thorough restoration and renovation.
Prior to its inauguration the palace’s priceless ex-
hibits and furniture were moved to the palace of
Prince Amr Ibrahim in Zamalek (now the museum
of Islamic Ceramics). The palace was evacuated af-
ter the late President Mohammed Anwar Al-Sadat
decided to use it as a presidential palace. The Min-
istry of Culture restored the palace in 1981 and its
contents and furniture were returned to their origi-
nal location. Moreover, a new gallery hall, Ofoq
Wahed (Horizon One), was inaugurated to display
travelling exhibits. The museum also takes pride in
its Electronic Center for Art and Culture, which sat-
isfies the research needs of scholars, art critics and
art lovers by offering them catalogs, art encyclope-
dia and multi-media facilities, including e-Catalogs
and Internet.

Address Visiting Hours Tickets

1 Kafour St., Dokki, Giza From:10:00 am To:06:00 pm Students
(next to State Council building) | Except Mondays Egyptians
Foreigners

www.mkm.gov.eg
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9 Mahmoud Said Center for Art Museums in Alexandria

The center was originally the palace of artist Mah-
moud Said, who was one of the pioneers of Egypt’s
modern art. It occupies 732 m2 surrounded by
2176 m2 land at Mohammed Pasha Said St. in Jana-
klis district in Alexandria. The center was officially
inaugurated on April 17, 2000 and has three major
facilities as follows:

First: Mahmoud Said Museum

The museum occupies the ground floor and ex-
hibits 81 paintings and sketches made by painter
Mahmoud Said. The museum’s exhibits also in-
clude medals of honors the artist received in Egypt,
Belgium, France and Germany in recognition of his
achievements. His masterpieces in the museum in-
clude (Opening of The Suez Canal), (The Painter’s
Wife), (Female Swimmers), (My Niece), (Alexandria
at Night) and a collection of landscapes in Lebanon
and Portraits.

Address Visiting Hours Tickets

6 Mohammed Pasha Said St., From:10:00 am To: 06:00 pm Students : L.LE. 0.5

Janaklis, Alexandria Except Mondays Egyptians :LE 1
Foreign Students : L.E. 5
Foreigners : L.E. 10

www.msaidmuseum.gov.eg
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11 Mahmoud Said Center for Art Museums in Alexandria

Second: The Museum of Modern Art

The museum occupies the basement. Its 291 ob-
jects represent the achievements of preeminent
painters such Ahmed Sabry, Ragheb Ayyad, Marga-
ret Nakhla, Salah Taher, Abdel-Hadi Al-Gazar, Sedki
Al-Gabakhangy, Hosni Al-Banany, Sayed Abdel
Rassoul, Enji Aflatoun; printmakers who include Al-
Hussein Fawzy, Hussein El-Gebaly, Mariam Abdel
Aleem, Ahmed Osman; sculptors such as Abdel-
Hadi Al-Weshahy, Mahmoud Mossa, Ahmed Al-
Setouhy and sculptors of hammered copper such
as Gamal Al-Segeny and ceramicists such as Nabil
Darwish.

Address Visiting Hours Tickets

6 Mohammed Pasha Said St., From:10:00 am To:06:00 pm Students : L.LE. 0.5

Janaklis, Alexandria Except Mondays Egyptians :LE 1
Foreign Students : L.E. 5
Foreigners : L.E. 10

www.msaidmuseum.gov.eg
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13 Mahmoud Said Center for Art Museums in Alexandria

Third: the Seif and Adham Wanley Museum

The first-floor museum exhibits paintings made by
the two brothers Seif and Adham Wanley. Their
works represent the character of the Mediterrane-
an City of Alexandria and in the meantime arouse
the viewers’ visual curiosity about its key charac-
teristics and environment.

Address Visiting Hours Tickets

6 Mohammed Pasha Said St., From:10:00 am To:06:00 pm Students : L.LE. 0.5

Janaklis, Alexandria Except Mondays Egyptians :LE 1
Foreign Students : L.E. 5
Foreigners : L.E. 10

www.msaidmuseum.gov.eg
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15 The Museum of Islamic Ceramics

The museum of Islamic Ceramics occupies the Pal-

ace of Prince Amr lbrahim (member of the former

royal family in Egypt). Built in 1343 Hijri year, the

palace’s eastern side overlooks The Marriott Hotel.

Itis also surrounded by Cairo’s most famous attrac-

tions such as Cairo Tower, Cairo Opera House and

Gezira Club. The 490 m2 museum which is built

following the Islamic architecture style, includes a

two storey internal yard (6 m x 12 m), a fountain in

the middle and a dome ornamented with beauti-

fully unique decorations and shapes. The building

is also widely considered a landmark of Islamic

=T J:j_-l:'. N architecture. It displays 315 favorites, which high-

— :L F light ceramics and their associated techniques and

Lt T J‘F! f styles in different ages. For instance, the museum’s

! exhibits include glazed (and under the glaze) ce-

S—_— ramics and pottery ornamented with floral, hu-

; i vl man and animal illustrations, and patterns. There

o is also a collection of wonderfully and elaborately
»

.
s designed enameled objects, which are represented

by 116 pieces in the Egyptian style, 118 pieces in
Turkish style, 49 in Iranian style, 25 in Syrian style,
2 in Andalusia style, 2 from Iraq, 2 from Tunisia and
a piece from Morocco. A gallery named after great
ceramicist Said Al-Sadr exhibiting 41 works made
by the artist was set up with the inauguration of
the museum in February 1999.

Address Visiting Hours Tickets

1 Sheikh Al-Marsafy St., From:10:00am To:02:00 pm Students :LE 1

Zamalek (in front of Gezira fsz?n’mer gr?]e())o pm To:10:00 pm Egyp_tians :LE. 5

Club) From: 04:00 pm To : 09:00 pm Foreign Students : L.E. 15
(Winter time)

Forei : LE. 25
Except Mondays reigners

www.icm.gov.eg
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Gezira Museum

7 N
r.'}_'r,l-. S

Address

Gezira Ground, Zamalek
(next to Cairo Opera House)

Gezira Museum is regionally distinguished for its
4288 piece collection of wonderful items and ex-
hibits from royal palaces. The museum has a big
collection of Bohemian gilt glassware in the east-
ern style, enameled glassware in the Islamic style
dating back to the 11th and the 18th centuries in
Egypt and a collection of Roman and French glass-
ware copying the Islamic design. The museum also
distinguished itself in the Middle East by exhibiting
a variety of ceramics (Islamic, Egyptian, Persian,
Damascus and Bukhary). There is also a fascinating
collection of ceramics produced by Greco-Roman,
Russian and Turkish artisans. The museum’s exhib-
its also include a number of China porcelain made
in different ages. Gezira Museum has a big collec-
tion of tapestry and batiks woven by Coptic arti-
sans in the 5th, 6th and 7th centuries. The priceless
exhibits also include Islamic tapestries and Persian
carpets made by skilled weavers in Isfahan, Khar-
asan and Samarkand. There is also an 18th century
Belgian Gobelin tapestry and 19th century’s French
tapestry. The Mameluk crafts are represented by
beautiful chandeliers, incense-burners and trays
made in Egypt, Mosul in Iraq and China. European
icons of painting and sculpture such as Renoir, Ro-
din, Delacroix, Monet, Degas, and Robens, are rep-
resented in Gezira Museum, which is situated in-
side Al-Nasr Saray in Gezira Ground (presently the
Cairo Opera House). The museum, which was built
in 1936, was first inaugurated on August 25, 1957.

The museum is currently undergoing restoration, renovation and setup.
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Mahmoud Mukhtar Museum

Address

25 Tahrir St., Cairo (next to
Cairo Sporting Club, in front of
Cairo Opera House)

Visiting Hours

The museum is named after Egypt’s great sculptor
Mahmoud Mukhtar, pioneer of Egypt’s modern
sculpture. Mukhtar was inspired by the rich legacy
of sculpture left by his great ancestors,. Mukhtar’s
fame rests on the fact that he successfully devot-
ed his artistic talent to creating a hybrid between
ancient Egyptian heritage and European heritage.
His “Egypt’s Renaissance”, which rises majestically
in front of Cairo University and his statue of na-
tional leader Saad Zaghloul, which overlooks Kasr
Al-Nil bridge in Cairo and another statue of Saad
Zaghloul located at Al-Raml square in Alexandria,
perfectly express the Egyptian nation’s dream of
liberation and independence. The Museum is situ-
ated close to The Nile in Cairo. It is also located next
to Horreya Garden and faces the Planetarium, the
Museum of Egyptian Civilization and Cairo Opera
House. Mukhtar Museum was inaugurated in 1964
in appreciation of requests from the intelligentsia,
journalists, artists and admirers led by Mrs. Huda
Shaarawy to preserve the sculptor’s legacy of sculp-
ture. In collaboration with the sculptor’s family and
students, Mukhtar’s sculptures were temporar-
ily moved to an annex to the Museum of Modern
Art in 1952. The temporary museum was jointly
prepared by artist Ragheb Ayyad and journalist
Kamal Al-Malakh. Its designer, architect Ramses
Wessa Wassef thoughtfully used limestone in the
annexed building. Wassef also designed a hump-
back bridge to, symbolically, highlight the great
leap Mukhtar made to revive Egypt’s sculputre in
modern age. The museum has 175 works sculpted
out of different materials. The exhibits also include
tools used by Mukhtar, his memorabilia, national
and international medals received in recognition of
his achievements. There is also a number of docu-
ments and rare photos highlighting Mukhtar’s life
and artistic career. Mahmoud Mukhtar Museum
was re-inaugurated on October 2, 2003 after it
underwent ambitious restoration and renovations.
The museum applies modern international muse-
um display systems.

Tickets

From:10:00 am To:06:00 pm Students

Except Mondays

Egyptians
Foreigners

www.mmukhtarmuseum.gov.eg
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Mohammed Nagy Museum

The museum commemorates painter Mohammed
Nagy, who co-pioneered the Egyptian modern art
after his return from Florence. Nagy lived in the
Mediterranean city of Alexandria and travelled to
Italy to study art. He had to return to Egypt prior
to the outbreak of the World War I. Entertaining a
radical attitude against classic rules of art, he de-
voted himself to Impressionism. In his work he pro-
duced a blend of Egypt’s past and present. He was
fascinated with Nature and murals made by ancient
Egyptian artisans. His paintings are characterized
by transparency of colors, displaying powerful and
elaborate compositions. Determined to complete
his painting “Alexandria School” Nagy decided in
1952 to turn a plot of land he owned in Hadaek Al-
Ahram into a studio. He began to paint the monu-
mental work in 1939 when he was the director of
the Museum of Modern Art and he passed away
in that studio. The Ministry of Culture paid tribute
to the late artist by buying his studio and turning
it into a museum. The painter’s sister Effat Nagy,
also a painter, appreciatively offered 40 works to
the new museum, which also received a large col-
lection of sketches and the late brother’s memo-
rabilia. On July 13, 1968, the Minister of Culture,
back then, Tharwat Okasha officially inaugurated
the museum. Its exhibits increased significantly in
1987, after the Ministry of Culture bought a large
number of the artist’s oil paintings. The ministry’s
enthusiasm in this respect encouraged the paint-
er’s devoted sister to offer more of her brothers’
works to the museum increasing the number of its
exhibits to 1200. Mohammed Nagy Museum was
re-inaugurated in 1991 after it successfully under-
went a big restoration and renovation plan.

Visiting Hours Tickets

Kafr Ghataty, Hadaek Al- From:10:00 am To: 06:00 pm Students
Ahram, Al-Haram, Giza Except Mondays Egyptians
Foreigners

www.finearts.gov.eg
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Effat Nagy and Saad Al-Khadem Museum

Address

12 Al-Karim St., Saray Al-
Qubba, Zaytoun, Cairo

Visiting Hours

The museum is a living memory of the two painters
Mrs. Effat Nagy and her husband Saad Al-Khadem.
The couple, which enriched artistic life in Egypt,
was married in 1945. Mrs. Nagy developed a burn-
ing passion for art when her husband, a pioneer of
folk art and culture in Egypt, sought her help in his
researches. Her drawings and paintings display her
fascination with legends and fairy-tales popular in
the Egyptian society. Al-Khadem died in Septem-
ber 1987 and his devoted wife died in October
1994. The 520 m2 museum, which is a landmark in
Cairo’s district Zaytoun, exhibits 198 works of art
and pottery. The exhibits also include the couple’s
private library, the titles of which include 15 doc-
toral theses and 26 studies for masters. In a bid to
enhance its role in increasing cultural awareness in
society, the museum’s officials organize seminars
and soirées.

Tickets

From:10:00 am To:06:00 pm Students

Except Mondays

Egyptians
Foreigners

www.finearts.gov.eg
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25 Enji Aflatoun Museum

Enji Aflatoun was born in 1924 to an aristocratic
family. Although she came from an affluent fam-
ily, she was mainly interested in illustrating the
sufferings and aspirations of the toiling and simple
classes. Her achievements are represented by 152
paintings in the museum. She unveiled her works
in several solo and group exhibitions in Egypt and
abroad. Her career was recognized by a number
of medals and prizes she received in different na-
tional and international art events and exhibitions.
They include the Medal of Honor (knight class) she
received from the French government. Her works
are part of a collection of paintings and drawings in
several art museums of modern art in Cairo, Alex-
andria, Dresden (Germany), Pushkin Museum (Rus-
sia), the State Museum of Art in Sofia (Bulgaria), the
State Museum of Art in Warsaw (Poland) and the
Italian Parliament. The artist’s career underwent
different stages. She first had leanings to surreal-
ism before she shifted her interest to pointillism.
She worked for humanitarian and public causes.
Aflatoun died on April 18, 1989. In recognition of
her artistic role the Ministry of Culture allocated a
private pavilion at the May 15 Center of Contempo-
rary Art to exhibit 152 paintings and drawings made
by the late artist. The pavilion was officially inaugu-
rated in 2002. Later on, her works were moved to
Al-Amir Taz Palace in Al-Khalifa district.

Address Visiting Hours Tickets
17 Al-Seyoufia St., Off Al- From: 10:00 am To : 09:00 pm Entrance is free of charge
Saliba St., Al-Khalifa, Cairo Except Fridays

(next to Sabil Om Abbas)

www.finearts.gov.eg
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Fine Arts Museum and Library in Alexandria

Address

In front of 6 Mensha St.,
Moharram Bey, Alexandria

Visiting Hours

First: Fine Arts Museum

The museum is located at the library building, it
has several art galleries, art library and a cultural
center dedicated to concerts and cultural seminars.
The museum has also been the venue for Alexan-
dria Biennale for Mediterranean Countries since
1955. In the meantime, its 1381 exhibits represent
paintings, graphics, drawings and sculptures by re-
nowned artists.

Second: Fine Arts Library (The Municipality’s
Library)

The library, built in 1892, first occupied an adjacent
building to the Greco-Roman Museum. However, it
was destroyed during World War 1l in 1940 and in
1948 was rebuilt and upgraded to act as a library. In
1998, the Ministry of Culture’s Sector of Fine Arts
took charge of the library. Its priceless assets are
represented by 200,000 titles in different languag-
es and scientific fields. The most precious title is
the 11 volume book “Description of Egypt”, which
was compiled by French scientists and historians
during the French expedition in Egypt.

Tickets

From: 10:00 am To : 06:00 pm Entrance is free of charge

Except Mondays

www.finearts.gov.eg
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Museum of Contemporary Ceramics

Address

15 May City, Helwan (behind
the City Administration)

Visiting Hours

Ceramics is one of the oldest arts known to man.
The craft witnessed a remarkable success when
gifted ancient Egyptian artisans created impressive
articles and fascinating shapes. Glazed ceramics
and pottery elaborately ornamented with geomet-
ric, floral, animal and human illustrations were the
landmarks of Coptic art in Egypt. The craft reached
a peak during the Islamic era in which artists cre-
ated inspiring objects. Ceramics came across its
golden age under the Fatimide ruling in Egypt, es-
pecially after brilliant ceramicists employed glazed
illustrations and shapes, which drew the attention
of a large number of art admirers to this particu-
lar art. Unfortunately, ceramics witnessed ages of
deterioration and negligence for different reasons.
The craft was revived in Egypt under great cerami-
cist Said Al-Sadr (1909-1986) who pioneered efforts
and researches sought to restore its glory. In an at-
tempt to encourage ceramic productions of both
Egyptian and international ceramicists, a wing in
the Center for Contemporary Arts was turned into
a Museum for Ceramics to shed light on modern
techniques, updates and ideas in the field of ce-
ramics with its different ceramic objets d’art. The
museum’s 5000 exhibits reflect the works of artists
from 47 countries, 6 continents conveying the lat-
est trends, directives and techniques in the art of
ceramics.

Tickets

From:10:00 am To :09:00 pm Entrance is free of charge

Except Fridays

www finearts.gov.eg





