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Professor Hamdy Abdallah stands out in his artworks with a unique style veiled
in mystery. The distinctive and intriguing symbols that exude a surreal charm are
his means of expressing his thoughts and feelings. He is a professor of exceptional
mastery of drawing, which has established him as one of its leading figures. For
Abdallah, line is an integral element through which he weaves expertly his parallel
world dominated by black and white, a visual world endowed with intellectual and
emotional stimuli for the viewer. That is a hallmark of his experience and long-
standing project, through which he has exemplified the originality of the creative

artist and dedication of the mentor.

Prof. Waleed Kanoush
Head of Fine Arts Sector
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This significant retrospective exhibition is part of the long career of artist Hamdy
Abdallah,professor of painting and former dean of the Faculty of Art Education. He
is one of the icons of the contemporary plastic art movement in the field of painting
and one of the artists who has contributed enormously to enriching the art scene
with his diverse expressionist artworks and creations. His art style is distinguished
by a unique blend of originality and modernity, with a focus on engaging with
societal issues and upholding Egyptian cultural identity.

Thanks to my professor, the great artist Dr. Hamdy Abdallah, for this valuable visual

exhibition and the variety it conveys, which is consistent with his fruitful art career.

Dr. Salwa Hamdy

Head of the Central Administration of Museums and Exhibitions
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Artist Hamdy Abdallah

Born in 1944,

Bachelor's degree in art education, Art and Education Department, Faculty of
Art Education, Helwan University, 1969.

A full-time professor of drawing and painting at the Faculty of Art Education,
Helwan University.

Rapporteur of the standing scientific committee on the promotion of profes-
sors and assistant professors of art education, the Supreme Council of Uni-
versities, 2013-2016.

Cultural adviser and director of the Egyptian Cultural Center at the Embassy
of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 2000-2004.

Dean of the Faculty of Art Education, Helwan University, 1997-2000.
Plasticartsupervisoratthe GeneralOrganizationof CulturePalaces,2006-2008.
Adviser to the National Center for Child Culture, Ministry of Culture, 1997-1998.
President of the Art Education Alumni Association, 1999-2000.

Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Art Education for Environmental Affairs and
Community Service, (First vice-dean), 1994-1996.

Vice-Dean for Education and Student Affairs, 1996-1997.

Participated in many group exhibitions since his graduation from the Faculty
of Art Education in 1969 to date.

Held solo exhibitions in Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar, Libya, Jordan, France, England,
and ltaly.

The first artist in Egypt and the Arab world to hold many exhibitions of art-
works combining between computer technology and creativity, including
'Computer Between Technique and Creativity' exhibition at Akhenaton Gal-
lery, Fine Arts Sector, Ministry of Culture, in Cairo in 1992, Tanta in 1995,
Kuwait in 1994, and Libya in 2015.

Curator of the International Triennial of Naive Art, Bratislava, Slovakia, 1994.
Curator of the Guests of Honor at the 6th Cairo International Biennale, 1996.
Curator of the Egyptian pavilion at the 7th Cairo [nternational Biennale, 1998.
Curator of the Salon of Mini Works of Art, 2000.

Curator of the Contemporary Egyptian Art Exhibition, Algeria, 2006.



Curator of the 39th General Exhibition, 2017.

Visiting professor at the School of Fine Arts, Leicester Polytechnic in England
during the academic year 1991/1992.

Published researches in more than twenty-six national and international
scientific conferences.

Supervised and participated in the thesis discussion and examination com-
mittees for many master's and doctoral theses at the universities of Helwan,
Minia, Tanta, Cairo, Assiut, Alexandria, Mansoura, and Menofia.

Master's degree entitled '"Expression in Painting in the Twentieth Century and
[ts Utilization in Teaching Art Education to Preparatory School Students', the
Higher Institute of Art Education, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, 1973.

Ph.D. entitled 'The Characteristics of the Western Naive Painting and Their
Utilization in Teaching Art Appreciation to Secondary School Students', Fac-
ulty of Art Education, Helwan University, 1978.

Held forty-nine solo exhibitions, 1970-2025.

Received the engraving prize at the 'Integration between Egypt and Sudan'
exhibition, Ministry of Sports and Youth, 1977.

Received the jury prize at the 6th Cairo International Biennale, 1996.
Received the jury prize at the Alexandria Biennale for Mediterranean Coun-
tries, 1997.

Received the Art Appreciation Award, Helwan University, 2012-2013.

Was nominated for the State Appreciation Award for Art by Helwan Univer-
sity and was on the shortlist of the Supreme Council of Culture, Ministry of
Culture, 2018.

Received the best plastic art book prize for the 'Visual Code' book at the Cairo
[International Book Fair competition, 2014.

Was nominated for the State Appreciation Award for Art by Helwan Univer-
sity and was on the shortlist of the Supreme Council of Culture, Ministry of
Culture, 2020.

Received the pioneer distinction award for art, Helwan University, 2023-2024.
Founder and head of the Art Education Department, Faculty of Education,

12



Minia University, the first art education department in Egyptian universities,
1987-1992.

Founder and head of the first art education department at the Faculty of Art
Education, Al-Azhar University, 1991-2000.

Founder and editor-in-chief of 'Research on Art Education and Arts' jour-
nal, the first peer-reviewed scientific journal for the publication of scientific
papers on education and art in Egyptian universities, 2000.

Established the Egyptian Cultural Center at the Embassy of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt in Sanaa, Yemen. It comprises an audiovisual library, Su-
zanne Mubarak Children's Library, Nefertiti Gallery for Fine Arts and Film
Screenings, Museum of the Egyptian Civilization Reproductions, and Naguib
Mahfouz Library, 2000.

Founder and editor-in-chief of 'Alkenanah' newspaper, the first newspaper in
Egyptian cultural centers abroad, 2000.

Founded the first museum for traditional and contemporary plastic arts at the
Faculty of Art Education. lt houses the Egyptian plastic art pioneers' artworks
dedicated to the museum from 1930 to 2000. The silver jubilee of the muse-
um, 2000-2025.

Suggested, while serving as a dean, the establishment of a standing scientific
committee (art education) at the Supreme Council of Universities on the
promotion of professors and assistant professors of art education. The sug-
gestion was adopted later.

The first Egyptian and Arab artist to present the 're-formulation’ exhibitions
of painting, textile, and printmaking.

The first elected rapporteur of the standing scientific committee on the
promotion of professors and assistant professors of art education, 2012.
Member of the Syndicate of Plastic Artists, Cairo Atelier, the Africa and
Middle East Society for Education through Art (AMESEA), the International
Society for Education through Art (InSEA), the Egyptian Society of Plastic Art
Critics, and the Yemeni antiquities and history committee.

Chairperson ofthe committee onthe documentation of the collection of the Mu-
seum of Egyptian Modern Art, Fine Arts Sector, Ministry of Culture, 2017-2021.
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