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Photography and the other side of things ..

The role of photography is no longer limited to a sincere recording of the moment. Misunderstanding of
this medium of expression had ignored the potential and creativity of photography. Being a genre of art,
photography is associated with skills, IT, and intellectual message,

Photography turns physical things and beings to symbols pregnant with meanings and intellectual
connotations closely connected to the existing reality.

In the meantime, contemporary photographers are deeply concerned with the revelation of meaningful
themes.

However, the photographer does not limit his task to searching for, re-organisation and reconstruction of
things and beings. They are seeking to ‘capture’ the idea.

The photographer carefully assesses and reveals the delicately defined and imperceptible area between
the reality and fantasy. Photography reveals the reality and the metaphysical possibility. In other words,
the shot is the meeting point of the essence of things and its fully-matured meanings —a moment, in
which the image is the creative preduct of the soul.

A close examination of the scene of the contemporary art should draw our attention to the fact that pho-
tography has been a window flung open to look at and understand the world. Further, some people ap-
preciate photography as a way of thinking. Irrespective of the identity of the artist-camera relationship,
photography has the potential to produce cunosity-arousing images.

Although photography in Egypt has helplessly been at the centre of controversial experiments and
techniques, a good number of Eqyptian photographers have established themselves as trailblazers.

For example, nine photographers, who exhibit their shots in the Gezira Centre of Art (an exhibition
parallel to Cairo Biennale) are opening windows and doors onto widely diversified realms, which in tune
with the immediate moment.

Free from affectation and signs of insincerity, shots exhibited by these nine photographers highlight
poetical and intellectual visions and symbols rich in meanings, aesthetic symmetries, intertwining,
madifications and polarities.

Mohamed Rezk
General-supenasor of the Gezira Centre of Art
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Cairo Biennale

Egyptian Photographer Art Director for Alamia
Advertising Middle East Region Director P5A
(Photography Society of America) Monitor of Fine
Art photography PSA (Photography Socety of
America) Associateship MIPP (The Malta Institute
of Professional Photography)2010 Associateship
SWPP (Society of Wedding and Portrait Photog-
raphers UK) 2010 Ayman Lotfy was born in Cai-
ro, Egypt on the 30th of August 1968, After his
graduation from the faculty of Arts in 1991, he
had wasted no time and led his own road into
artistic career. Ayman started his career route as
a fashion designer. And with his mere devotion
and passion to arts and designs, he successfully
stepped forward to become a professional Art Di-
rector in 1998, In 1998, Ayman Lotfy launched
his journey to the world of photography with the
aim of enhancing his work as a designer. Since
then, Ayman did not leave the camera. His cam-
era was the door to the new world of Modern Art
Photography. Ayman Lotfy has a strong interest
in people, human emotions and expressions. With
full realization of how hard a job it could be to
capture a real photo, a photo that reveals a real
expression, Ayman’s creativity and persistence
wouldn’t surrender before of the challenge. His
lens saw deeper into the human souls, and his
mind realized the diversity of human feelings,
and he was keen to unravel the mysteries of those
emotions and reveal them to the audience.
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The Art of photograty 15 not just a chck on the
Camera; it 15 a deep feelings coming from the
creative eye and emotions of the photographer,
who use his lens innthe way the painter uses his
brush; and finally you watch a piece of art. In
any kind of photography micro, photojournalism,
landscape, portrant, Expenmental and more and
more it is not a documentary job; it is a rich fine
Art . You can copy the photographer style ...but
it is impossibe to copy his feelings and emotions.

Ayman Lotfy
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Cairo Blennale

Born in 1974. She studied photojournalism, ad-
vertising and arts at the American University in
Cairo. Her work addresses topics including pub-
lic space, urban fabric, class structures, social
change. El-Nemr has exhibited in Egypt, Bei-
rut Switzerland, Germany, Japan, Finland, the
US among others. The shows include ‘Metro” at
Cairo’s Townhouse Gallery of Contemporary Art,
‘Coastline’, in ‘Gallery Image’ in Aarhaus, Den-
mark and ‘Telekinesis' as part of Lumo -‘Us” 7th
International Photography Triennial in Finland,
‘The Olympic Garden’ 2008. In 2003, EINemr won
awards from the Canon Digital Creators Contest in
Japan and the Nile Salon Photographic Exhibition
in Egypt. In 2005, she received the Grand Prix
of the Bamako Biennale, and she was nominated
for the ‘Paul Huf Young Photographer of the Year
Award' in 2007 & 2009. Olympic Garden II Lo-
cated behind ‘The Egyptian Olympic Centre’, on
the amorphous line separating the upper middle
class neighborhood of New Maadi and the Arab
Al-Basateen informal area, ‘The Olympic Cen-
tre Garden’ has come to replace "Al-Ahram Coop
Complex’, which burned down completely in May
2007. The circumstances surrounding the fire
were described then in Al-Gomhureya newspaper
as ‘mysterious’. Less mysterious accounts of the
story still circulate amongst the residents of the
surrounding area who are fathoming the nature
of the new space in transience... a front-vard, a
backyard, grass to grow, image to conserve...
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Cairo Biennale

She is a graduate of the AUC in Cairo (Middle East
studies) in 1986. MA from Menosota University in
the LS. Fsculty of Mass Media in 1987. She is the
Photo Editor of Al Shorouk newspaper in Cairo,
Egypt. She has worked as a photographer and
graphic designer for children's books at Dar-al-
Fata al-Arabi Publishing House, photographer for
AFF in Egypt and Palestine, photographer for Al
Ahram Weekly from 1994-2005 and she served on
the editorial board of Zawaya, an arts and culture
magazine for Arab youth. She received her BA
from the American University in Cairo in Middle
Eastern Studies in 1986 and her MA from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, School of Journalism and
Mass Communication in 1987. Selected Exhibits
in Egypt include : Atelier Le Caire, The Sony Gal-
lery, Museum of Fine Arts, Alexandna, Nubian
Museum, Town House Gallery, and The Palace of
Arts. Her works travelled to the Photoforum in
Switzerland, Witte de With Art Center, Holland,
Fondation Tapies, Barcelona, Ifa Gallery, Stutt-
gart and Berlin, Noorderlicht Photo Festival, Hol-
land, Aperture and The International Center of
Photography in New York. She represented Egypt
at the Bienal de Sao Paulo in 2006.
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Out of the Album

I am fascinated by documenting the intimate and
unscripted moments usually pass unnoticed and
forgotten. They are the instants that happen be-
fore or after the official, formal or expected event,
usually not presented in an album, nor published
in a newspaper. In my daily routine I often notice
these special flashes that I capture for myself.
These images remind me of an incident, a feeling,
a relationship, or a private connection between
subjects and myself. They come from various
circles of my life- family and friends” gatherings,
professional assignments, and from random en-
counters along the way. I collected these images
over the last few years.I realized that these per-
sonal moments reflect a shared humanity.They
mirror what people feel and not capture, what we
cherish in our daily lives and forget to document.

Randa Shaath
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Cairo Biennale

National Exhibitions: Thel4th & 15th & 17th &
18th Annual Salon Of Youth, Photography, Arts Pal-
ace in The Opera, Cairo. (A prize in The 18th)The
4th & 5th & 6th Nile Salon for Photography, Arts
Palace in Opera House , Cairo. {Grand Award in the
4th & 5th)13 exhibitions with Masr Salon of pho-
tography. The 43rd & 44th & 45th & 46th Fine Arts
Lovers Association Exhibition, Cairo. (prizes in The
44th & 45th & 46th) The 28th & 29th national Exhi-
bition for Fine Arts, Arts Palace in The Opera, Cairo.
El Sakya 1st, 2nd , 3rd , 4th and 5th photography
Contest, Cairo. (6 prizes in The 1st, 2nd & 4th) 3
exhibitions with The Egyptian Association of pho-
tography. 2004 Eqyptian Women Festival for Mod-
ern Arts , Al Gezera center for arts , Cairo. 2004 The
7th Annual Salon of Small Art Works, Center of Art
. Cairo. 2005 - 2008, 3 Own exhibition, Gezera cen-
ter for arts and French Culture Center , Cairo. 2005
Photo Egypt International Exhibition for Photo
Equipments, the photography contest, Cairo Con-
ferences hole, Cairo. (Grand Award in Nature cat-
egory) 2004 The 16th Annual Salon of Photography
. House of Saudi photographers , Alexandria. 2007
HYPERLINK"http://search.yahoo.com/%20http:/
www.transcri.be/alexandria5.html"Imagining  the
book biennale, Library of Alexandria, Alexandria,
2007 first Private exhibition competition, Al Gezera
center for arts, Cairo. (Grand Award) 2008 The first
international Meeting for Painting & Photography,
Alexandna 2008.
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To me Photography is not just a documentary for
the real world around us known to everyone of
us: it's an objective experience, through which I
record objects that I intentionally see and ignore
other objects. In other words, photography 15 my
way to recreate a new world--my own world.

Sara Mostafa
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Cairo Biennale
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Group Exhibitions: (Egypt). Participated in 45
group exhibitions in Egypt since 1990. Selected:
“Salon of Youth"1991 to 2001 - “General Na-
tional Exhibition” 1991 to 2010 - “Nile Salon Of
Photography”, “Stars of Salon” 2004, “The fes-
tival of women artists in contemporary arts”
2004, “Free Creation” 2007, “Graffiti Festival
172007, "Graffiti Festival 2" 2008, “Al Madina"
2008, "Photography... Egyptian Vision™ 2008,
“Graffiti Festival 3" 2010. Group Exhibitions:
(outside Egypt) “Photography Competition and
Exhibition"Canada 2001, “Egypt - Italy” Italy
2004, "Teramo open city” Italy 2005, “Free Inspi-
ration” South Korea 2005, “Open doors” Austria
2006 Private Exhibitions: (inside Eqypt)”“Black
and White” Cairo, Eqypt 1999, “16 years” Cairo,
Egypt 2004, “Floating Over Memories” Cairo,
Egypt 2004, “A Hug” Cairo. Egypt 2006. “Lone-
liness” Cairo, Egypt 2010 Private Exhibitions:
(outside Egypt). “Dance... Dance... Dance” Kigali
City, Rwanda 2002.Prizes: (inside Egypt). “First
Prize” in photography at “Salon of youth No:
1171999 . “First Prize” in photography at “Salon
of youth No: 13”2001, Private Collection:(inside
and outside Egypt)."Modern Egyptian Muse-
um"1999, 2001, 2005, 2010 “Egyptian Embassy
in Rwanda”2002.
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Cairo Biennale

1990 B.FA. : College of Art Education, Cairo,
Eqypt.1996M.F.A. : College of Art Education,
Cairo, Egypt.2003 PHD. College of Art Education,
Cairo, Egypt. Solo Exhibitions: 2009 Townhouse
Gallery, Cairo, Egypt. 2008 ‘Street Studio’ , B21
Gallery , Dubai ,UAE 2007 Lia Rumma Gallery,
Naples, Italy. 2006 Karin Francis , Cairo, Egypt.
2004 Cairo Atelier, Cairo, Egypt. 2004 Lia Rumma
Gallery, Milan, Italy. 2000 Gezira Arts Center, Cai-
ro, Egypt. 2000 Townhouse Gallery, Cairo, Egypt.
Group Exhibition: 2009 25th Alexandna Bien-
nale. 2008 Word into Art, Dubai. 2007 Kunstmu-
seum Bonn, Germany . 2006 Word into Art , The
British Museum , London. 2005 African Remix ,
Center Pompiodou , Paris. 2005 African Remix ,
Hayward Gallery, London . 2004 African Remix ,
The museum kunst palst in Dusseldorf. 2003 Bi-
ennale Havana, Cuba . 2003 La Biennale di Vene-
zia, Venice, Italy.
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The image was the beginning to fix the reality. I
sought the image to help tell stories about the
people. I had to add slight and simple changes. I
was also eager to alter the features of the exist-
ing reality. I appreciated the people as sanctified
icons. I did not understand why I was impressed
by the image. The people found my simplicity and
spontaneity appealing. Their reaction encouraged
me to have bigger responsibility for sincerely de-
picting their lives. Regardless of the grimness of
scenes and signs of restlessness and nervousness
on the face, I love adding subtle changes. This
is because I depict people appealing to me. The
image remains my overwhelming hobby. The im-
age 1s such a nch source of inspirations and in-
dications that I seek it to communicate with the
world. When I return home and parade the 1m-
ages I feel relaxed and content, especially when I
exchange with a cordial dialogue with them. The
grim realism in the image prompts me to consider
an intense abstract. The image 1s the display of
my expenences. The reality 15 an nexhaustible
source of inspiration. My long experiences in
photography has drawn my attention to spiritual-
ity given off by the photograph.

Sabah Naim
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Cairo Biennale

An Egyptian photographer based in Cairo. He got
his bachelor deqree with honors in painting from
the faculty of fine arts Helwan university 2005,
He participated in several group exhibition show-
ing his work in both painting & photography. His
art projects take a different path than his com-
mercial work. He gained his inspiration for the
work from the intense life of Cairo. Hefny analyz-
es urban structures and attempts to see through
dense city life. His current work tries to develop a
new techmique to understand the cty around us
through analyzing the urban textures.
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Cairo Biennale

Born 1978. Bachelor of Fine Arts, Major: Oil Paint-
ing 2001. Art Projects: 2002 Ya Hadret Mawlay
(Your majesty). 2003 Butterflies. 2005 Illusory
loneliness, Illusory landscapes. 2006 Rituals of
the last. 2006 Egyptians. 2007 Mawaqif Al-Nifari
(El-Nefan's experiences). 2008 Basirulmala’ekah
(Vision of Angels). 2008 Cairo flying patterns
2009 NUN. 2010 The Formation (Tschu and Tefnut)
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Amr Fakry







The Formation (Tschu and Tefnut)

This art project follows and completes my visual
research of the past eight years . In 2009 I pre-
sented ‘Nun’, a video installation about “Nun”
the primeval water and the genesis of the uni-
verse according to the ancient Egyptian doctrine.
In 2008 came ‘Basirulmala’ekah’ or ‘Vision of
Angels” as the outcome of my contemplations on
the Hermetica, which I believe 15 the seed of civi-
lization that has lead to the birth of the Egyptian
ideology. "Vision of Angels’ is the fourth stage of
a number of art projects under the title *Quds Al
Agdas’ or ‘Holy of the Holies'. All of them relate to
old 5ufi and ancient Eqyptian texts. The first proj-
ect was exhibited in 2003 under the title ‘Al Far-
ash’ or 'The Butterflies’ during my art residencyin
Switzerland. In 2005 it was followed by Tllusory
Loneliness, Illusory Landscape’ and then "Al Ne-
fary Situations’ in 2007. After ‘Nun’ and the idea
of the genesis of the universe, the formation of
the physical being was a compulsory next step to
express my vision on the birth of the organic inter-
action. The motion of the radiating fluid relating
to the dark surrounding vacuum; the formation
of the first vital patterns from which all shapes of
life emerge. It becomes the first reqular duality
after the silent chaos; the first universal copula-
tion and the beginning of the creation process.
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Cairo Blennaie

Born in 1984, Cairo, Egypt. Lives and works in
Cairo.Demonstrator at Faculty of Appled Arts -
Advertising Department. A member of the Syn-
dicate of Plastic Arts, Applied Arts Designers-
Arab Union of Photographers. 2007 Youth Salon
UAtelier D'Alexandrie - Youth Salon of Cairo.2008
Youth Salon UAtelier D'Alexandrie - Youth Salon
of Cairo - 1st International Media Art Forum for
Youth (IMAFY) exhibition. 2009 Biennale of Port
said - UNDERCURRENT - Contemporary Egypban
Art, Dubai- Invisible Presence Exhibition.2010
Biennale Amsterdam - “Why Not “Exhibition -
Youth Salon of Cairo, Prizes: 2010 Youth Salon of
Cairo Num 21. 2010 First Prize for the best solo
exhibition - Ministry of culture.
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Cairo Biennale

Organisers

artist Mohamed Rezk

General-supervisor of the
Gezira Centre of Arl

artist Ehab El-Laban
Commissaire-general of the
12th Cairo Biennale

Ms. Dalia Mostafa
Ceneral-director of National &
International Exhibitions

artist Eman Khedr
Ceneral-director of the
Ceneral Administration of
Museums and Exhibitions

artist Mohamed Abdel-Fatah

Graphic design

Ms. Samah el-Abd

Proofreader
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Design : M. Abdel Fatah
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